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Abstract: This article analyzes the pre-existing, but not yet fully developed,
theory of genre transformation. In this, the work of English literature professor and
writer Ralph Cohen on genre transformation is taken as a basis and the book is
analyzed. Through this work, Cohen clearly and thoroughly reveals a new perspective
and understanding of genre transformation. In order to further analyze the
transformation of the genre, Cohen discovers new meanings by comparing the
Barnwell ballad with what he believes to be a contemporary, Delonoy’s "*The Rich
Merchant man".
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HOBUM B3I'JIS1]] HA TEOPUIO TPAHC®OPMAIIUU ) KAHPA

Annomauua: B oannoti cmamve aHanusupyemcs yce cyuecmeosasuias, Ho
euje He 00 KOHYA pa3padomaHHas meopusi Hcauposou mpauncgopmayuu. Ilpu smom
3a ocHogy bepemcs paboma npogeccopa aHIUUCKOU IUmepamypvl U Nucamens
Panvpa Kosna no mpancgopmayuu sgcanpa u anaiusupyemcs kHuea. bnaeooaps
amou pabome Kosn sicno u noopobno packpuvieaem HO8YI0 nepcnekmusy U NOHUMAaHUe
mpancopmayuu  dHcanpa. UYmobvr  OononnumensHo  NPOAHATUIUPOBATND
mpancgopmayuro sxcampa, Koosn obOuapyscueaem Hosvle 3HAUEHUS, CPABHUBAS
oannady bapuysnna ¢ mem, umo owu cuyumaem coepemeHHuKoMm, «bocamvim
mopzogyemy» /[enonos.

Knroueevie cnosa: sxcanpoeas mpancopmayus, sxrauposas cmecs, 6a1a0a

Bapuysnna, nappamuewl, Hogwitl scanposwiti memoo.
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JANR TRANSFORMATSIYASI NAZARYASIGA YANGI NUQTAI NAZAR
BILAN QARASH

Annotatsiya: Ushbu magolada oldindan mavjud bo lgan ammo, unchalik ham
yuzaga chigmagan janr transformatsiya nazaryasi tahlil gilinadi. Bunda ingliz
adabiyoti professori va yozuvchi Ralf Koenning janr transormatsiyasiga doir asari
asos qilib olinadi va kitobi tahlil gilinadi. Koen bu asari orgali janr
transformatsiyasiga yangicha garash va tushunchalarni yaqqol va batafsil ochib
beradi. Janr transformatsiyasini yanada chuqurroq tahlil gilish uchun Barnwell
balladasini va uning fikricha zamondosh bo ‘lgan Deloniyning "Badavlat savdogar"
asari bilan solishtirib yangi ma nolarni kashf giladi.

Kalit se‘zlar: janr o ‘zgarishi, aralash janrlar, Barnwell balladasi, hikoyalar,

yangi janr metodi.

The issue of genre transformation of literary works has never come up to the
face in the way Ralph Cohen shows. Ralph Cohen, a professor of Virginia University,
USA, arises unaticipated question that resulted in a kind of personal boundry crossing
in his work "Transformations of a Genre". In his book, he deals with the arguments of
critics who deny the usefulness of genre theory and shows that generic mixtures are
characteristic of all texts. The reason for advocating the generic theory as he says is to
create the consciousness necessary to explore the implications of generic mixtures. He
tries to show his understandings on the processes of transformation which he confronts
the issue of genre as an open system. As he spells out his understandings of
combinatory texts, narratives, analysis of genre and its kinds, his generic thinking is
gradually become historical, clarified and elaborated.

Cohen suspects the earliest possible date for the Barnwell ballad, yet he notes that
it was paired with Deloney’s tune “A Rich Merchant Man,” which dates back to 1590s.
The Barnwell ballad’s relation to Deloney’s tune—a parody, a confession, a criminal

ballad, or all three—presupposes a theory of genre in which texts provide the
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possibility of multigeneric type. He discusses the varied parts of the ballad to clarify
its affiliations, conducting an analysis that demonstrates his method of generic
criticism. The inferences he draws from the ballad to the antithetical nature of the same
terms and phrases. As a historical document, the ballad seemed destined to disappear
from all historical account. Treating a common narrative in two different genres takes
place in 1700, when the first prose narrative of the Barnwell story, the chapbook “The
‘Prentice’s Tragedy,” includes a version of the earliest ballad.

He discusses the various functions genre systems have had beginning with
Avistotle, and he notes some of the important reasons for rethinking genre theory in our
time, not the least of which is the need to understand the widespread exemplification
of generic change, and to note that “genre theory is analogous to social and scientific
theories which seek to explain changes in matter, man, and society.” His theoretical
discussion reviews some of the Barnwell material he has treated, rehearsing the
implications of his work for a new literary history. Reasserting the significance of The
London Merchant plot for young people, Memoirs of George Barnwell was published
in 1810. Written anonymously, the author claims to be a descendent of the Barnwell
family. These documents are styled after the genre of penitential narratives in the early
eighteenth century.

Cohen sums up his study by reiterating and expanding upon what he sees as the
value of the regeneration of genre theory for literary study. The aims of his genre theory
“are to explain the nature of the literary universe in which we live and to make it
possible for us more adequately to support, resist, revise, or oppose this universe. The
choice of any kind of criticism ... rests on literary value propositions each critic holds.

This book is the work of a master. Relations between historical knowledge and
literary understanding, the processes involved in the formation, solidification, and
transformation of a genre, the elucidation of authenticity as a historical concept, and
the intricacies of the relations between the reader and the text are all interwoven here
with Ralph Cohen’s characteristic lucidity and explanatory power. Radiating Cohen’s

sense of personal engagement with literature along with his sensitivity to the subtle
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permutations of narrative, the book shows in the fascinating example of the early 17%-
century Ballad of George Barnwell how that ballad’s plot can mutate through the
genres of poem, tragedy, memoir, and novel. Cohen’s work on the dynamics of literary
change and continuity has always been expansive, always reaching out to see still more,

as this new volume, under the acute editorship of John Rowlett, richly displays.

REFERENCES

1. Farmer, Philip José, Strange Relations (Ballantine: New York, 1960)

Galloway, Priscilla, Truly Grim Tales (Delacorte: New York, 1995)

3. Garner, James Finn, Politically Correct Bedtime Stories (Simon and Schuster:
New York, 1994)

4. Gilbert, Sandra M., and Gubar, Susan, The Mad Woman in the Attic: the
Woman Writer and the Nineteenth Century Imagination (Yale UP: New Haven,
1979)

5. Husain, Shahrukh, Women who Wear the Breeches: Delicious and Dangerous
Tales (Virago: London, 1995)

6. Jones, Diana Wynne, Fire and Hemlock (Methuen: London, 1985)

7. Kolbenschlag, Madonna, Kiss Sleeping Beauty Goodbye: Breaking the Spell of
Feminine Myths and Models (Doubleday: New York, 1979)

8. Kushner, Ellen, Thomas the Rhymer (Gollancz: London, 1991)

9. Lee, Tanith, Red as Blood, or Tales from the Sisters Grimmer (DAW: New
York, 1983)

10. Lieberman, Marcia K., "*Some Day My Prince Will Come’: Female
Acculturation through the Fairy Tale", College English 34 (1972), 383-95, repr.
in Zipes 1986 below, 185-200

11. Donoghue, Emma, Kissing the Witch: Old Tales in New Skins (Hamish
Hamilton: London, 1997)

12. Dowling, Colette, The Cinderella Complex: Women’s Hidden Fear of
Independence (Pocket Books: New York, 1981).

N

https://t.me/goldenbrain_journal Multidisciplinary Scientific Journal October, 2023

123


https://t.me/goldenbrain_journal

