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ABSTRACT
This article is devoted to the discussion of some aspects of Arab ethnography in
Samarkand region. The article provides a comparative analysis of scientific research.
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KIRISH

It is known that, looking back at our statehood history of nearly two thousand
years, the ethnic origin of dozens of ruling dynasties that ruled in the region during that
time was Turkic, both in ancient times and in the early and late middle ages, the Uzbek
people were a clan. We are witnessing that mainly Turkic ethnonyms were the leaders
in the tribal system®.

In fact, in the ethnic formation of the peoples of the region, including the Uzbek
people, not only Turkish or Iranian ethnic groups, but also a number of other ethnic
groups took part in one or another degree. In particular, the influence of Arabs and
Mongols on the ethnic processes in the region was quite significant and this situation
left some historical traces. Today, along with hundreds of Arabic place names in our
country, dozens of toponyms related to the ethnonym "Arab" have been preserved in
Bukhara, Samarkand, and Kashkadarya regions®. It is also known that in a number of
villages in the central regions of our country, there are Uzbek residents who connect
their origins with Arabs®°.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The first scientific sources about the population of Samarkand date back to the
last quarter of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. For example, in
1870, in the scientific expeditions organized in Samarkand, Bukhara, Urganch (N.N.
Karazin, N.Ye. Simanov) collected important ethnographic information for their time.
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Also, by A. Vamberi!!, A.D. Grebenkin'?, A.P. Fedchenko®3, L.N. Sobolev4, A.P.
Khoroshkhin®®, O.D. Chekhovich!®, P.P. Ivanov!’, H.Muhamedov®®, Y.Gulomov?®,
B.V.Yusov?’ and others on the natural-geographical and historical features of place
names in this region. the collected data, as a historiographical source, also serves as an
Important source for studying the ethnic composition of the population of the Zarafshan
oasis.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Although some of the inhabitants of the Zarafshan oasis connected their origin
with the Arabs in the last middle ages, by the 20th century, the process of their
assimilation into the Uzbeks, and partly the Tajiks, accelerated. In particular, by this
time, the process of Uzbekization had intensified in a part of the Central Asian Arabs,
especially among the settled and Arab population living in close proximity or mixed
with representatives of other nationalities, and their people living in the steppe and
desert regions it is noticeable that some of them have relatively preserved their sense
of national consciousness. Also, until the first half of the 20th century, some of the
Arabs living in Bukhara city and its surrounding neighborhoods kept their clan-tribe
names (for example, Quraysh) in a number of studies?.

At the same time, there are those who have not yet found a solution to the issue
of Central Asian Arabs. For example, the ethnonym "Arab" is included in almost all of
the lists of 92 Uzbek clans”, which indicates that representatives of this ethnic group
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were known as a component of the Uzbek population in the Middle Ages. This raises
the issue of whether the widespread "Arab" ethnotoponym in the territory of our
country is related to this Uzbek clan or vice versa. Also, the name of the village with
the "Arab" clan in the list of Uzbek clans or the population group that called itself
"Arab" until the last centuries and had a special sense of national consciousness (more
precisely i, ethnographic group) is still open?2.

Observing the transformational processes in the Samarkand ethnotoponyms
shows that the ethnocultural and socio-economic life of the population, who have been
engaged in animal husbandry, horticulture and agriculture since ancient times, is
reflected in the toponyms of the oasis. While a significant part of the place names of
Samarkand in the ancient and middle ages are Eastern Iranian (mainly Sugdian) and
ancient Turkic based toponyms, from the last stages of the early Middle Ages, place
names related to the Arabic language were also formed here. In particular, in the
stratigraphic layer of the Zarafshan toponymy, the ethnic and linguistic situation
reflects chronological periodic stages, among which there are mixed or double
(Turkish-Sugdian, Turkish-Arabic, Tajik-Arabic and etc.) topoformant elements are
also found. Also, this characteristic of oasis toponyms is confirmed in Arabic or mixed
(Uzbek-Arabic, Tajik-Arabic) place names.

The transformation of Arab national clothes in the 20th century was caused by the
following important factors:

a) socio-political changes and ideological policy in the life of Arabs living in the
region; b) introduction of modern technologies; c) influence of local population; g)
internal and external influences.

From the 50s and 60s of the 20th century, fabrics produced in factories became
popular. Especially in the 1950s, crystal fabric, by the 1970s, crepe satin, satin, satin,
new copies of floral chits, satin, all kinds of flowerless colored kremplin, silk,
margylon silk, new copies of bekasam, chiffon, velvet, silk velvet, dukhoba. such
fabrics are popular. Ethnic features were forgotten in folk clothes. During this period,
the wide distribution of fabrics produced in factories, changes in the technology of
sewing clothes, and the "catastrophic" effect of urban customs, i.e. "fashion" on it

The influence of the culture of local peoples can be observed in the national
clothes of Arab men. For example, in the 1930s, a shirt, a jacket, and a cloak were
considered normal clothing, and in 1945, a suit and trousers became popular. Coats and
cloaks were introduced in the 1950s, and woolen clothes became widespread in the
1970s. In the process of globalization, the traditionality of Arab national clothes was
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forgotten. Research on clothing transformations has shown that men’s clothing has
undergone more changes than women’s clothing.

The national clothes of Samarkand Arabs are one of the main factors in
understanding the ethnic identity. At this point, it is permissible to cite as an example
the national costumes of women. The Arabs of Sherabad are different from other
peoples, most of the Arab women wear a setra.

It is worth noting that the introduction of new technologies into the traditional
economic life of the country’s inhabitants led to a change in the lifestyle and culture of
the Arabs.

The settlements of Samarkand Arabs are slightly different from those of other
peoples. The windows in the houses of the Arabs are two-paned (two-story), and their
decoration with the art of Arabic carving is one of the characteristics of the national
architecture of this nation.

As a result of the socio-economic, political and cultural processes that took place
in the 20th century, it became a custom for Arabs to wear modern European clothes.
This also affected the understanding of national identity and led to the oblivion of Arab
national clothes.

Mixed marriages between Uzbeks and Arabs gradually increased. By the 70s of the
last century, mixed marriages became commonplace. In general, mixed marriages had a
special place in ethnic processes. After all, only marriage was considered the most
convenient way to introduce new elements to another ethnic group. According to Y. V.
Bromley, intermarriage creates inter-ethnic relations in the understanding of ethno-
cultural identity?*.

CONCLUSION
From the above analysis, it can be concluded that over the years there have been

changes in the ethno-cultural identity of Samarkand Arabs. The marriage of people of
different nationalities and a mixed marriage ensures the renewal of the generation. One
of the urgent tasks of this day is to promote the international nature of the national-
ethnic policy conducted in the republic among the population, especially the young
generation, through mass media and various roundtables. In particular, it is urgent to
further promote it as a national cultural wealth of the region, to further develop and

study the ethnocultural gene pool of the Arabs of Uzbekistan.
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